
HflVV STRUNG BIGHT URM 1
OF NATION, SAYS DRNIELS

Secretary Declares It Is Larger, Bet¬
ter Equipped and in Better Con¬

dition Than Kver Before.

more efficient each month

Two Years Epoch-Making, Marked by
Wiso and Progressive Legislation
and Moro Heal Achievement Than
Any Previous Like Period.

WASHINGTON, April 25..Secretary
Daniels to-night marie publlo a letter
h« has written to President Garfield, of
Williams College, detailing the work
in the navy during the last two years.
Mr. Daniels wrote In reply to Mr. Gar¬
field's request for material to meet
statements that tho United States Is
unprepared for military emergencies.
The letter follows:
"My Dear President Gnrfleld,.I am

in receipt of your recent favor asking
for 'an authoritative statement con¬
cerning tho present status of tho navy
equipment of tho United States,' and
take pleasure In complying with your
request as far as Is compatible.

"There are now In active service,
fully commissioned, 225 vessels of all
characters, which Is thirty-six more
than were fully commissioned when I
became secretary. There aro also 101
vessels of various types. In reserve and
In ordinary and uncommissioned, ca¬
pable of rendering service In war.
We havo under construction and au¬
thorized seventy-seven vessels fnlne
Dreadnoughts, twenty-three destroy¬
ers, thirty-eight submarines and seven
auxiliaries), as compared with fifty-
four vessels (five Dreadnoughts, four¬
teen destroyers, twenty-three subma-
rlnes, three gunboats and nine auxll-
le.rles), which were under construction
on March 1, 1913.

"All »' . vessels enumerated, those
In active Hervlce and those In reserve,
are supplied with munitions of war.
No navy makeB publlo tho quantity of
ammunition and torpedoes, mines and
other implements of navnl warfare
which It keeps ready. It may be Bald,
however, that within the last two years
tho quantity of all has been steadily
and greatly Increased. For example,
we have increased the number of
mines, on hand and in process of
manufacture, by 244 per cent. With
reference to torpedoes, the Increase In
two years has been 90 per cent. By
the enlargement of the naval powder
factory, we- shall soon be ablo almost
to double Its former c;<r>aelty, and
like enlargement of the torpedo works
and the equipment of a plant to con¬
struct mines will still further Increase,
at decreased cost, tho quantity of such
stock, and the possession of these
plants In times of emergency will
enable tho department to be In a better
state of preparedness as regards the
supply of ammunition than ever before.
"The personnel of the navy is at

present composed of 4,355 line, Ftaff
and warrant ofllcers and f>3,171 enlisted
inen. Increases In the number of of¬
ficers is dependent almost entirely
upon the output of the Naval Academy,
admission to which Is restricted by
statute. The number of enlisted men
also is restricted, and the navy Is to¬
day recruited to the maximum strength
allowed. There are now with the
colors 5,824 more men.an increase of
12 per cent.than there were on March
1. 1914.
"My professional training as a Journ¬

alist has always Inclined me to the
conviction that any officer, within the
prescribed limits recognized In the
navy, should feel free to express his
opinion In regard to matters In the
service; and there Is not an officer who
commands a ship to-day who could or
¦would say that his ship, without or

within, was not as good as it was two
years ago, or that the officers who
command It and the crews wno man it
are not as thoroughly disciplined,
sober, loyal and efficient as they were
two years niro, or as they ever had
been.
FI.EET IX MANEUVERS

I.AItCKIl THAN EVEII TIEFOUE
"The Atlantic Fleet has Just returned

from Guantanamo, where It has for
many years held Its annual winter
practices. This year more battleships
and destroyers have participated In the
maneuvers and for a longer period,
than ever before.
"Under tho direction of Admiral

Fletcher, upon plans evolved at the
Naval War College and approved hy
the department, the fleet has been
busied in tactics to try out its ef¬
ficiency and readiness. All reports
t< !l <>f the enthusiasm of officers and
men in this practice and the splendid
rem d made by the ships. The lleet
i.>- now in Tangier Round and on the
southern drill grounds, where it will

busy in target practice until May,
t\ hen it moves to New York for a
wi > V.n well-earned leave. Then will
come the review at New Yrt-k, fol¬
lowed by maneuvers In Narragansett
i'.ay region, and finally the review in
Hampton Roads, prior to sailing
through the Tanama Canal to the
Pacific en route to the exposition at
Ban Francisco.
"These spring practices followed

close upon tho heels of valuable ma¬
neuvers and tactics In October, No¬
vember and December last. This was
indeed strenuous practice, but It is the
way the navy Is kept fit and ready,
nnd the new admiral in command of
ill fleet and the department planned
si., h extensive evolutions, because the
diil;. way that ^he navy can be always
prepared is by practice and practice
and then more practice. This simple
statement of tho operations of tho
fleet since October is ono of tho beBt
answers I can give to your question
ns to tho navy's preparedness. The
necessity of keeping ships In Mexico
last year denied Admiral Badger tho
.pportunlty for as long practice as
li" had wisely planned, but tho sudden
..11 for the expedition to Vera Cruz
',-nianded and exacted unusual service,
1.. which the fleet responded with an
alacrity and readiness which amply
Justify tho fplth of the country that
there exists to-day no more efficient
Institution than the United States
Navy. Some critics have said the ef¬
ficiency of tho fleet was reduced by
reason of going to Vera Cruz. To our
regret, certain manouvors and target
practice of value wore necessarily
omitted. Tho emergency experience,
however, of a year of stress and strain
was of far greater value In one im¬
portant respect than tho well-planned
routine, becauso it gave a demonstra¬
tion of the readiness of the navy in
every department, afloat and ashore,
to meet an urgent call. Its flexibility
tvas shown In adjusting Itself to en-

tlrely new and unexpected situations,
as well as Its remarkable adaptabilityIn handling every problem presented
to It.
I1KST RCHOOI, FOR WAIl

IS WAR ITSKI.F
"It must be conceded by all that the

beat school and preparation for war
Is war Itself, and It was almost un<lor
this condition that our fle«;jt acted In
proceeding almost in a day to Mexican
waters. Tho stay at Vera Cruz, how¬
ever, did not prevent practice, for tho
ships. Individually or in divisions, dur¬
ing a great part of the timo held tactl-
cal maneuvers, torpedo-proving prac¬
tice and subcallber drills In prepara¬
tion for target practice.
"For many years ofTlcers havo writ¬

ten and talked about tho formation of
advanco base material and the prac¬
tice of exercising landing parties of
seamen and marines in the use of tills
important adjunct to naval warfare.
Congress appropriated money for this
Important plan of campaign, but never
until January of last year was the navy
thus exercised. Ther«- had been plenty
of talk, but not until January of last
year was It undertaken. Then, .under
Instructions from the department. Ad¬
miral Badger carried out a comprehen¬
sive exercise In which the professional
advantages gained by ofllcers and men
were inestimable. Three rncyitha after
this extensive practice had been given
for the first time in our navy, the same
fleet and tho samo men were called
upon to land at Vera Cruz, and In th»«
taking of that city the navy carried
out under Tire what had been learned
at Culcbra.
"These details are given because

every man knows that the efficiency of
tho navy depends upon constant prac¬
tice. but nobody In the navy thinks
anything like perfection has been
reached, anil constant study and work
are pursued with tho aim of continued
Improvement. If the fleet was efficient
in nny decree before Admirals Badger
and Fletcher carried out tho drills thus
detailed, It Is much more efllclent to¬
day, and It will be made more ready
every year. All that capable and
trained officers and men can do to ac¬
complish this steady improvement is
being done. Only the uninforrped or
the partisan deny the steady Improve¬
ment of the past two years, thanks
chiefly to Rear-Admiral Badger and
Admiral Fletcher.

"But, you say, how about equipment
ami preparation for military emergen¬
cies? What has be^n done since Wil¬
son's Inauguration to make th** navy
stronger in ships. In ammunition, In
mines. In torpedoes? Those questions
are of the utmost Importance. Let me
answer them briefly.

"First, as to ships: During the last
two years of the Taft administration,
OongrfSB authorized the construction
of two Dreadnoughts, to cost about
$1.1,000,000 each. During tho first two
years of the Wilson administration,
upon my recommendation, Congress
authorized the construction of five
Dreadnoughts, to cost about $14,00^,-
000 each. Stated In dollars, the Wil¬
son administration in its first two
years authorled J70.000.000 to be spent
on tho chief fighting force of the navy,
as against S2fi,000,000 authorized dur¬
ing the last two years of Taft's; stated
In numbers. It authorized fivo Dread¬
noughts instead of two; and stated In
effectiveness, the five Dreadnoughts
authorized under Wilson will mount
thirty-six more fourtcen-lnch gxins
than the two authorized under Mr.
Taft.
I,IIHCIt A I, APPROPRIATIONS

to nrii.n srnnAiuxES
"Second, ns to submarines: Those

wonderful agencies of war have aston¬
ished the world In the present Euro¬
pean conflict. The Sixty-third Con¬
gress, elected with Mr. Wilson, adopt¬
ed my recornemndatlon to give lis all
the money it could for submarines. It
ordered tho construction of three sea¬
going submarines, the largest ever au¬
thorized by any country, and twenty-
three submarines of the same size and
type which have done such fearful exe¬
cution in the present war. These sub¬
marines will cost $16,260,100. Now
what was done during the last two
years undert Taft? Twelve submarines,
to cost $7,95$.936. were authorized.
Some of our submarines are not as per¬
fect ns they should be, nor nre the
submarines of any other nation. Un¬
der this administration, however, the
board of Inspections has adopted strict¬
er tests before accepting submarines
from contractors. Nobody has, as yet,
perfected a satisfactory engine or sat¬
isfactory battery for submarines. Upon
my invitation, Mr. Edison, last year, at
tho New York Navy-Yar»l, went down
into a submarine and closely studied
Its every feature. He thinks he has a
battery that will meet tho need. Our
tests at the Brooklyn Navy-Yard cause
us to believe Mr. Edison has the right
principle Without waiting for the com¬
pletion of his battery, lie has been
given an order for two, one to be put
into an old rubtnarlne, accepted before
March 4. 1013, whose battery does not
give satisfaction, and one for a new
submarine, which 1 have ordered built
in the Portsmouth (N. H.) Navy-Yard.
Private firm building submarines have
not given entire satisfaction. We have
equipped the Portsmouth Navy-Yard
to build submarines, and by competi¬
tion between private and government
construction It is hoped that every ob¬
stacle may be overcome.

"Third, as to torpedoes: A statement
has been put in circulation that the
navy is not making adequate provision
to supply itself with torpedoes. The
only answer I can make Is to state the
fact that we either have no hand or
have placed orders for all the torpedoes
the general board prescribes. Is this
administrative going backward in this
respect? It would not be proper to
make public the number of torpedoes
we have on hand, but this much may be
said: for every 100 torpedoes which the
department had on hand in March, 1913,
ninety-six more are completed or In
course of manufacture. Therefore,
within a few months, the supply of
torpedoes will be almost doubled. Upon
my recommendation. Congress has en¬
larged the torpedo plant at Newport,
R. I., more than trebling Its capacity,
and the cost of manufacturing torpe¬
does has been reduced from $4,202.11 to
$3,245.75 each. Tho reduction has al¬
ready effected a saving of $326,700.
"As to mines and mining: During tho

last two years unprecedented prog¬
ress has been made In the expansion
of our mining equipment. This was
begun and was well under way before
the last Congress met. The navy Is
not, ns many suppose, charged with the
mining of our harbors. That Is a func¬
tion of the army. The extent of the
mining operations of tho navy is con¬
fined to tlie immediate vicinity of the
fleets nnd such mining as may be
nccessary on tho high seas. For tho
execution of this work and a further
study and development of mines and
mining tho navy now has three ships.
tho San Francisco and Baltimore, mine¬
layers nnd mlno dopot ships, and tho
Dubuque, mlno-trainlng ship. Tho gen¬
eral board as early as 190S recognized
tho need of mine depot vessels, and
recommended tho conversion of two old
cruisers for this purpose. The same
year, Congress authorized t lie con¬
version of tho San Francisco and Bal¬
timore. Wark was started on tho San
Francisco Juno 12, 190S, but was not
completed until Decombor 2, 1911. Work
on the Baltlmoro was not started un-

Newest Effort for Clean Streets
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til April G, 1013. ami was completed
April 1, 1915. Ah to mine sweepers, ai
division of seapolng tups and a di¬
vision of torpedo-boats have recently
been equipped v.*lth mine-sweepinggear and the destroyer tender carriesmine-sweeping gear for a division of
<]*stroyers operating with the licet.
Additional Rear is boinp supplied. At1Pensacoia during the winter, tiie KanI* rancisco and submarine ilutilia haveboon operating jointly in ;-w«iir>^ exor¬cises The department hau hopun themanufacture of mines, and in a shorttime will have thirty-one mines for
every nine it had two years ago, In¬creasing our stock 244 per cent. Bymanufacturing: mines at a governmentstation in lieu of purchasing tiiem, asaving of SlTS.TfiO has been effected.
new fol'uthen-ixcii «;t\\

MOST I'OWEHKt'L IV I SIC
"As to guns: The Bureau of Ordnancehas developed a fourteen-inch sun thatwill shoot farther, shoot stralphter andhit h.arder than any Run now in use orknown to be designed by a foreipncountry. Ibised upon former and cur¬rent prices In contracts for puns andgun forcings we have saved S ° co.125.33. .

As to powder: Upon my recommen¬dation Conpress increased the capacityi?i«.. pow<ler factory at IndianHead. N\ hen the extension now under
way is completed, the capacity will benearly doubled. The cost of manufac¬ture has incidentally been reduced * 7cents per pound, saving alreadv in the

po,V(i*r vs!nec manufactured51.'0,000.
"As to radio: Radio has at Inst beensuccessfully Installed on submarines,and more than seventy-five ships, whicheither had no radio or whose equipment

was obsolete, have been supplied withmodern equipment. Throe entirely newshore stations have boon added to thechain: Balboa (Canal Zone) GreatLakes, III., and Tutuila. Samoa.
As to aircraft: The Kuropean warhas emphasized the value of aircraftTho navy has lapped behind in this in¬

strument of war. Last year I appointed
a board of aviation. It recommendedthe utilization of tho abandoned navv-
yard at Pensacoia as a training and re¬
pair station for aviation, and an avia¬
tion bureu in the department. This hasbeen done. Upon my earnest recom¬
mendation. Conpress appropriated $l,-000,000 to bepin upon an elaborate planthe real development of aviation in the
navy. It also approved my request to
pay aviators an Increase of 60 per cent,find wo are organizing a class of capable
aviators. To make immediately effec¬
tive this feature, three new hydro¬
aeroplanes have Just been purchased,which Is but the beginning of the work
of aviation, now well advanced along
the lines of a well-considered plan. I
regard this as one of the most far-
reachinp steps taken by the Wilson ad¬
ministration.
"As to savings effected: All this un¬

precedented increase in the navy
has been secured, too, without large in¬
crease in appropriations. How? 'By
avoiding unnecessary expenditure
ashore, by reducing the cost of work
ashore while maintaining its quality,
and reducing appropriations for en-
larpement of shore stations, by secur-
tnp real competition, and by economy.
Purlnp the four years of Taft, J21.92S,-
">72 was appropriated by Conpress fori
the public works alone of shore stations.
Two naval bills have been passed bv the
present administration, and they carry
topether, for the public works of shore
stations a total of $3.f>2O.<;S0. We have
preatl.v reduced expenditure ashore and
greatly Increased them afloat, and the
above fipures attest the chance for the]better. When I became secretary ships
could ho built in only two navv-yards.
We have equipped, or are equippinp five
additional navy-yards for the construe-
tion of navy craft, and this is being
done while at the same time there is ai
big decrease in appropriations ashore,
'By securing competition, I saved $1,077,-
210 In one contract for projectiles. Up
to date, by first rojecting all bids and
demanding more reasonable figures, T
have saved $1,110,000 in the purchase of
armor plate, securing lower prices than
my predecessor secured. In two other
bureaus alone last year Jl.SOO.OOO was
saved.more than enough to enable
Congress to reappropriate $1,000,000 of
tho savings for aviation and the bal¬
ance for submarines. There has been
the same character of savings in other
ways.too many items to enumerate.
So much for the material and prepa-

ration. Of course, we need constantly
to Increase the ships and armament, but
the Increase in the past two years,
larger than in any previous two years
in the history of the country, is an ear¬
nest of what will come in the repular
and orderly and necessary increase of
naval equipment.
ENLISTMENT I'l* TO LIMIT

riiKsciiiiiKi) nv LAW
"Rut of what worth is a ship without

well-trained men? What has the Wil¬
son administration (lone as to person¬
nel? It Is a pleasure to tell you that
for tho first time in years the enlist¬
ment is up to the limit prescribed by
law, and part of the year we have had
a waiting list. Since 1 became Secre¬
tary of tho Navy wo have Increased tho
enlistment 5,824 men, enabling us to
commission fully twenty submarines,
four battleships, four destroyers, six
gunboats, six cruisers and three
monitors, Increasing the total num¬
ber of commissioned vessels by forty-
one over tho number commissioned
on March 1, 1013. I regard tills
as a preat achievement, particularly
since tho navy had not formerly been
able to secure enouph men to fill the.
quota. It has been secured, too. with¬
out letting down the standard for ad¬
mission, which has boon maintained and
even raised. For every recruit accept¬
ed five wero rejected because they did
not come up to our high standard. To
what is the increase of our enlistments
attributed? The answer is easy: To tho
establishment of schools, opportunity to
see tho world, and for promotion afford¬
ed enlisted men hitherto denied them.
In these two years thirteen enlisted men
have been appointed as assistant pay¬
masters: five as midshipmen at Annap¬olis, and twelve as ensigns. It is true
that prior to the Wilson administration
is was possible for an enlisted man to
bo promoted to be ensign, hut In the
four yoars of tho Taft administration

only throe were promoted. while In the
two years of the Wilson administration
eleven have qualified. Mow docs this
happen? Tho new policy of education
and assistance was put into operation
In 1913. Now every ambitious and as¬

piring voting enlisted man !.«¦. given spe¬
cial instruction when he desires it. ('pen
my recommendation, Congress passed
an act which gives all the positions of
sr>ay cl«rk to those enlistt d men who can

qualify. This opens 200 more places to
enlisted men. It is true to-day as never
before that a boy may enlist in the
navy and by the display of ahiliti" be
promoted to the grade of admiral. Not
only has the enlistment been increased
by F..S21 new recruits, but Congress

| nave us the best reserve bill any nation
lever put upon the statute book-?. While
re-enlistments have increase-! 12 per
cent, dos'-r'ions have decreased IT perI cent. Another incentive to enlistment
is the new policy which leaves an open
door to younp men to retire from the
navy other than through the door of
the prison: and likewise the modern
methods of treating men who have vlo-
Ilate^ rules.

"With special emphasis. I beg to ask
any well-Informed man In or out of
the service as to the ability and ca¬
pacity of the various officers whom 1
have called as advisors and to the
heads of tho bureaus. You will find
that the man selected in each bureau
is recognized, both In our own and
foreign navies as an ablo expert in his
line.
"One word more: for years there has

been an unsuccessful Insistence that
Congress should re-establish the
grades of admiral and vice-admiral. I
earnestly urged the last Congress to
create these, positions. Tt autnorlzed
three of each. Now American naval
officers, whiles' abroad, will no 'onuor
bo outranked by ollicers of nations
with insignificant navies.

"I have answered your questirns at
some length. There are two reasons
for the length of my letter:

"1. Because these two years have
been epoch-making In the navy, distin¬
guished by more wise and progressive
naval legislation and more practical
achievement than any previous l'ko
period (thanks chiefly to a patriotic

. Congress); and
! "2. Because certain persons, igno-
rant of their ignorance, and for sel¬
fish partisan reasons, have busied

, themselves with misrepresenting the
true condition of tho navy, thereby
causing some good people to fear that
tiu* navy is not now, as in the past, the
.strong effective right arm of the re¬
public. All who would learn the truth
may be assured that the navy of 1 1 ">
is larger, better equipped and in bet-
ter condition than in any previous
year, and that the fleet is becoming
more efficient with every passing

j month. 'We shall take leave to be'strong upon tho sea In the future as in
tho past,' declared President Wilson in
his message to Congress; and in the
interest of the self-respecting peace
which is the only peace wortli pre-
paring for, It is devoutly to be hoped
that this strength may not be ques-
tloned by others or endangered from
within. The record above outlined
shows that what he promised for tho
navy has been fulfilled.
I "Sincerely yours,

"JOSRPHUS DANIELS.
"Secretary of the Navy."

ITALY AND AUSTRIA
MAY REACH ACCORD

(Continued from First Page )
the entente powers would be expected
to last for a considerable time.
After the war, each ally would he

expected to place sufficient troops at
tho disposal of Greece to allow her
to resist the eventual Bulgarian at¬
tack, thus assuring the integrity of
the present territory of the kingdom.

Death of >trn. .Inlin Williams.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]CIIARLOTTKSVIH.fi, VA. April 25..Mrs. Julia Williams, widow of Dr. JohnW. Williams, of North Garden, tills

county, died yesterday at a local hos¬
pital. She was a daughter of the late
Dr. George Martin, and sister of Mrs.
I'. M. Jones, of North Garden, and
George W. Martin, a well-known news¬
paper writer, now in North Carolina,Sho leaves three sons, Dr. M. M. Wil¬
liams, Carl and John Williams.

Kronomir System of Austria-Hun-
K'i'-.v Kqunl tc» Groat Task

Imposed by War.

DM'OSIT ACCOUNTS INTACT

Decrease in Hank Accounts Follow-
ln>» Recent War Loan Amounted
Only to it l*or Cent.Nowhere Is
There Trace of Crisis.

^

\ IKNN'A, April 2.r«..The official
I't omdenblntt publishes an article by j
the director of the Allccmtlno Ver-j
kenhdhank on the financial defensive!
power of Austrla-Ilungary. in which ho
assorts that (ho economic system of the
dual monarchy has proven and will
prove equal to the great tasks Imposed
upon it by tho war.
To tho most intensive exploitation

of the available working: forces, to tho j
willing submission of the people to
national regulation of nourishment,
and to the sound basis of the indus¬
trial and economic life, he said, is due
to tho fact that "nowhere a trace of
a crisis shows Itself."

I'olntlng to the success of tho Aus-
tro-Hungarian war loan, lie notes that
the decreaso in bank deposits as a re¬
sult of this loan amounted to only .1
per oor.t. or fioo.ooo.ooo crowns ffir.n .

"00.000). "which. In View of total de¬
posits Of so.noo.ftoi'.noft crowns, justi¬
fies the assertion that the war loan
for the greater part was paid from out
of our economic reserves, so that tho
deposit accounts |. Austro"?luJwr jj
banks remain Intact.

" nan

"As a matter of fact." he continues
the deposits in tho larger Vlenese prl-'

\ate banks, not considering the Postal

ilrst "fK'S "k- increased during the

ro vnv'°| n,;,R,_h-; "{ 19> - hy 110.000.000
row ns, |. e.. ,.i Por cent. This ratio

In*ees.Un ,lbte",V ,,,ehor in thf'" nroJ-
A further war loan is at the moment

not a matter of actual occurrem-o bC
it Is certain If a new appeal to tho
People should be necessar,-, the next

loan would be floated on tormJ
For thm°rC f;iV°raMp the first
lor the prosont. ample provision has
been made for Immediate needs hv the
Issuance of 3.500.000,000.

"In case a longer duration of the war
has to bo reckoned with, and If tho
costs are estimated at 12.000,000 crowns
the country would have to ralso add!-'
ttonal taxes of about 700.000.0O0

I N ATIOVAI, riKIIT CONSISTS

j op PHODL'CTIVK !.:Vl»KXI)ITfItKS

end Of i\T3trnn11Unfir,nn ,lol,t at tho
end or 1H13 amounts to ls.ooooooona
crowns, of which 1 n.ooo.ooo 000 cnm
Prise railroad investments RO £>~t
r.r.v,hanoth"" ,°f .,"»consists of productive txpciirlllur.,

rw ,;f ,h- V°
3,000.000,000. In AustrinaSM no*rIy

thnat'ed 'JST
The wo\ltr/V?" nCar!y 7-0°0.000.000.
est I mated a t 100,OOo!Sooo°^r^wnV '"The

f U 2 e,Mtltl«y of the state bud

mIts tho
"onnrchles therefore por-mIts the covering of the Interest rn

igWessss
5

which, trtupthor win, o ii"14 J,ynd|cnte,

i -"r.snny f'Tthcr tasks.
¦The injuries done to «

i
pared with Vho«« lnflnltesimal com-

I cotintries, because the^c^ i" other

-l lio article concliifif»«» n0 ^ ..

L'w"rC?4e,,rcanS draw'®/.1 a"Van,n«"
j means for the conduct of tlTe wa "

from
nZ T" natlonnl resources, and w,n
also he strong enough to ,

"
,

j Brent tasks of the ensuing peace."

MnplilM.>Hckl«T

Kdwin \V. .Maphls. son of n'r pL'T

! .*%zsr& «.:
,"»>r " c""«h.' om-

business "manner V'oY" t»° T b°en"
School News. Immediate^ nf^X
a trlp°JCort'h." flnd Mnt Maphis ,(>ft '°rj
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GERMAN FLEET ANXIOUS i
FOR FIGHT WITH BRITISH

Reported ns Cruising Over North
Sea Several Times in Search

of Knemy.
COMMANDKK\S O X K DKS1RK

Tells Captain of Norwegian Steamer
That He Hopes to Find Filmland's
Squadron and KiiKagc It in Bat- Jtie to Finish.

LONDON, April 25..A CopenhaKen
dispatch to tlio Exchange Telegraph
saya that Icadinc German papers? de¬
clare the German fleet is willing now to
accept battle in the North Sea. The en¬
tire fleet, the papers declare, several
times has cruised ov«*r the North Sea
vainly seeking the British fleet.
The Vossische Zcltung says the, Nor-

wegian steamer Foedin met the German
fleet last Sunday off Helgoland. The
(ierman commander told the captain of
the Foedin that the German fleet had
one desire only.to engage the British
fleet, and he hoped the British fleet
might be found. |

KM1»KnOR CO \(i IIA l l I.ATES
ADM IK A I, VON TIIUMT7,

AMSTERDAM (via London), April -3.|.Dispatches from Berlin say that Em¬
peror William yesterday sent the fol-lowing telegram to Admiral von Tlr-Pitv.. .Minister of Marine and admiral ofthe fleet:
"On to-day's fiftieth anniv rsary of

your entering the naval service, 1 ex-i press to you my heartiest congratula¬tions, also my pleasure that, with God'shelp, it was granted you to celebrateit his day still In active service and full
vigor. I readily embrace this oppor¬tunity to assure you of my warmest

| gratitude for your great services ren¬
dered to'the Fatherland by the success¬
ful extension of the navy. With justi-fled pride you can look to-day on this
your life work, the importance of which
the present, war has strikingly shown.
"As a sign of my gratitude I confer

on you the Grand Commander of the
Royal House, Order of the House ofllohenzollern."

EPIDEMIC OF DISEASE
ADDS TO WAR'S HORRORS

(Continued from First Page.)
sponsible characters, but the great
mass of troops nre actuated by the
highest motives of patriotism.
"Huerta's plan for the redemption of

Mexico Is altogether futile. The talk
about a one-man power or a dictator
is nonsense."

DEATHS
WnOD^DleT, 3:30 P. M.. April 25, InElizabeth City, N. C., ISAAC WOOD,'in the seventy-flrst year of his ng>>. Heis survived by his wife, Mrs. Sadie E.'Wood, and seven children, Isaac, .lr.,Willie. Walker, T^aisey, Joseph andSadie May Wood and Mrs. Leroy Asher.Funeral notice later.
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No End of Fan
The home that has a Pianola

Piano never wants for enter¬
tainment. All the music of the
world may be had in the Pian¬
ola music rolls, and every one
ran play, it. Your Pianola
Piano is also a perfect piano
for hand-playing.
The Pianola Piano is sold in

Richmond only by us. A lib¬
eral allowance for your old
piano in eXchange. Easy pay¬
ments.

Walter D. Moses & Co.
i

103 10. Ilrond Street.
Oldest Music House in Va. & N'. C.

Special Sale of Sectional
Bookcases. .
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What the Peop
H. W. Rountree:
"The proposition of tlio Southern Gas and

Electric Corporation is the most practical ever
presented. It deserves the most serious consid¬
eration. If the Council favors the plan, it would
influence the people more than if there was only
a half-hearted influence behind it. Now, as to
our Gas Works, it is claimed they are run at a

profit. I believe that if the correct figures
could be obtained, allowing for wear and tear,
etc., it would be found that the profits therefrom
are much less. Still, the whole question is so

big that conclusions cannot be jumped at. The
proposition of the Southern Gas and Electric
Corporation should, as I said before, receive the
most thorough consideration."

Murray M. McGuire:
"I have not examined carefully the proposition

made by the Southern Gas and Electric Corpo¬
ration for a lease of the city's gas plant, but I
am satisfied that a lease of this plant to reliable
private parties, on reasonable terms, would be
an excellent thing for the city. T lcnow Mr.
Alex. II. Sands, counsel for this corporation,
well, and I feel sure that he would not submit
a proposition which he was not satisfied was
clean and aboveboard.

"I think that it is advisable to submit to the
voters the general proposition of whether or
not there should be a lease, but. I think the de¬
tails of the lease should be left to a small com¬
mittee of competent representatives of the city,which would examine the details with eare. I
do not believe the general public will vote in¬
telligently on a complicated agreement, as the
average voter will not read all the terms of
a lengthy contract."

Southern Gas & Electric Corp


